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are adjusted to his sense of humor. Hence all these things are
symptoms. They show what he "believes in," and they strengthen
his prejudices. If all art, literature, legislation, and political
power are to be cast at his feet, it makes some difference who
and what he is. His section of society determines the mores of
the whole.

58.   " The people."   Popular impulses.   In a democratic state
the great middle section would rule if it was organized independ-
ently of the rest.   It is that section which  constitutes "the
people " in the special technical sense in which that expression
is current in political use.   It is to it that the Jeffersonian doc-
trines about the "wisdom" of the people would apply.   That
section, however, is never organized independently; that is to
say, "the people" never exist as a body exercising political
power.   The middle section of a group may be enthused by an
impulse which is adapted to its ways and notions.   It clings to
persons, loves anecdotes, is fond of light emotions, and prides
itself on its morality.   If a man wins popularity in that section,
the impulse which his name can give to it may be irresistible
(Jefferson, Jackson).   The middle section is greatly affected by
symbolism.   "The flag" can be developed into a fetich.   A cult
can be nourished around it.   Group vanity is very strong in it.
Patriotic emotions and faiths are its favorite psychological exer-
cises, if the conjuncture is favorable and the material well-being
is high.   When the middle section is stirred by any spontaneous
and consentaneous impulses which arise from its nature and
ways, it may produce incredible results with only a minimum
of organization.   "A little prosperity and some ideas, as Aris-
totle saw, are the ferment which sets the masses in ebullition.
This offers an opportunity.   A beginning is made.   The further
development is unavoidable." 1

59.  Agitation.   Every impulse given to the masses is, in its
nature, spasmodic and transitory.   No systematic enterprise to
enlighten the masses ever can be carried out.   Campaigns of
education contain a fallacy.   Education takes time.   It cannot
be treated as subsidiary for a lifetime and then be made the

1 Gumplowicz, Soziologie, 126.